
Installation of R 
 

1. Install R (only default settings) 
 
Installation program of R can be downloaded from https://www.r-project.org. Run the program “R-4.x.x-

win.exe” and follow the steps given below (default settings). For analyzing SWAP-results, R version 4.2.x 

or later is required1. 

Step 1 Select setup Language: English 

 
 
Step 2 Information: Next 

 
  

 
1 The sceendumps in this document shows an old version of R. 

https://www.r-project.org/


Step 3: Select Destination Location: Next 

Note: Select a other location in case you don’t have writing permissions on the C-drive  

 
 
Step 4 Select Components: Next 

 
  



Step 5 Startup options: Next 

 
 
Step 6 Select Start Menu Folder: Next 

 
 
  



Step 6 Select Additional Task: Next 

 
 
Step 7 Select Additional Task: Next 

  



Step 8 Select Additional Task: Finish 

 
 
 

  



2. Communication with WINDOWS 
Check if WINDOWS is recognizing the installation of R by opening a Command Prompt: 

 
 
  



And give the command ‘R’: 

 
 
In case WINDOWS does not recognize the ‘R’ command (like in the example above), you’ll have to add 

an extra Environment Variable. Go to System Properties (Control Panel -> System and Security -> 

System -> Advanced system settings) and select Environment Variables: 

 
Edit Path at System Variable by adding the folder with the R installation: 



 

 

  



Also add a new variable ‘R_LIBS_USER’ at System Variable. You can use ‘Browse Directory’ and select 

the a folder in which R-libraries will be installed2: 

 

 

 

  

 
2 Make sure this is an existing folder with writing permissions. 



Check if WINDOWS is recognizing the installation of R again by opening a Command Prompt and give the 

command ‘R’: 

 

In case of successful installation, the R program will start with the message in the example above. To 

check if the default folder for installation of R-packages is set successfully, give the command 

‘.libPaths()’, this should be the same as the system variable R_LIBS_USER. 

 

Close the R-program by the command ‘q()’ and close the Command Prompt. 

  



3. Installing R-libraries 
Once R is installed, it is time to install R-libraries. For this purpose an R-script is created called 

‘libraries.R’ which is called by command file “install_libraries.cmd”. The script can be opened in any text-

editor. In the initial part of the procedure settings are user-specific. 

 
 
For installing default R-libraries a link to the ‘CRAN_mirror’ and ‘repos_CRAN’ should be specified (see 

default settings above). For installing tailormade packages a link to a local repository can be specified 

with ‘repos_LOCAL’ (use ‘NULL’ if not present). 

The location where R-libraries should be installed on your computer is set by ‘dir_pkg’. In case 

‘R_LIBS_USER’ is added as a System Variable (see Chapter 2) use ‘NULL’, otherwise specify a path to the 

location where you want to install R-libraries. A list of libraries to install is given by ‘pkg_load’. 

Before executing the command file ‘install_libraries.cmd’ by double clinking, first open the file 

‘set_Rversion.cmd’ in a text-editor and check for the path to the R installation. In case a command file is 

not starting in the folder where it is executed you will need to set the default work-directory each time 

you start an R-procedure. You can provide the “set_Rversion.cmd” with the default work-directory. After 

this check above, you can start with the installation of the R-libraries. This can take a few minutes. 

To check if all libraries are installed, rerun this procedure (‘install_libraries.cmd’). In the MSDOS box only 

messages of loading packages should appear.  

 

In case a local repository is used in combination with a relative path like in the example above, make 

sure to set ‘online’ to ‘FALSE’ and save the file ‘libraries.R’. 

 


